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Lives of Exoffenders’ Wives

DongHun Lee Jiyeol Jeon Juyeon Kim

Sungkyunkwan University

This study was to explore experience of offenders’ wives during their husbands’ incarceration. 13 ex-
offenders” wives who received housing support by the Korea Rehabilitation Agency were interviewed and
the data was analyzed using grounded theory. In open coding, 151 concepts, 32 subcategories, and 13
categories emerged from the data. In axial coding, central phenomenon was ‘living in the throes of a
kind of dying’. Intervention condition was ‘searching for help’. Strategies were ‘carrying of the cross for
family’, ‘instrumental activities to overcome’, and ‘family solidarity’. Consequence was ‘hold self-
consciousness’. In selective coding, main theme was ‘living like in a war zone, but there was much
introspection and loving for the family’. Based upon the research outcomes, the needs for ex-offenders’

families resiliency was discussed.

Key words : Ex-offenders’ Wives, Experience of Wife, Grounded Theoretical Approach
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