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The Effect of Maternal Depressive Symptoms and
Parenting Efficacy on Preschoolers’ Affective Empathy:

Multi-Group Analysis by Mother’s Employment Status

Hee Yeon Yi Mi Ra Chung

Gachon University Sesalmaul research Center Gachon University

The purpose of this study was to examine a mediation effect of parenting efficacy in the relationship
between maternal depressive symptoms and affective empathy of preschoolers and to analysis the
differences of structural relationship by mother's employment status. It was confirmed as a final model.
432 mothers of preschoolers were participated to examine of this relationships. The results were as
follows. First, the mother's depressive symptoms were found to be complete mediated by the parenting
efficacy in the preschoolers affective empathy. Second, as a result of multi-group analysis according to
mother's employment status, the partial moderating effect was proved that the depressive symptoms had a
influence on the parenting efficacy in non-working mothers. The results of this study suggest that
maternal depressive symptoms may have an indirect effect on the affective empathy of preschoolers and
positively influence the development of preschoolers through mediation of parenting efficacy. In addition,
the effect of non-working mothers' depressive symptoms on parenting efficacy is greater, suggesting that

active housekeeping intervention should be sought.

Key words : maternal depressive symproms, paventing efficacy, preschooler’s affective emparhy, nudti-group analysis
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