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The Concept Maps of Korean Adolescent Single Mothers’
Anxiety and Needs Factors before Independence from the

Rehabilitative Institutions

Lee, Dong-Gwi Kang, Seung-rim Park, Chong-chol
Lee, Suji Sohn, Harim

Yonsei university

This study, using the concept mapping method, analyzed the results of in-depth interview with adolescent
single mothers (N = 8). As a result, 51 items for Aaxiety factors and 37 items for Needs factors were
extracted. Multidimensional Analysis (MDS) and a two-step Hierarchical Cluster analysis were used to
identify underlying dimensions and clusters. For the risk factor, five clusters (‘emotional burdens of
child-rearing;’ ‘financial burdens of child-rearing; ‘fear and concerns about future life;’ ‘concerns about
future romantic relationships;’ and ‘concerns about stereotypes’) were distributed on: (a) x-axis for
‘emotional and instrumental factors’ and (b) y-axis for ‘being a woman as a person and as a mother.’
Protective factors regarding the independence of adolescent single mothers consisted of three clusters
(‘desire for perceived well-being;’ ‘desire for instrumental and educational supports; and ‘desire for social
support’) were distributed on: (a) x-axis was for ‘internal and external factors, and (b) y-axis was for
‘instrumental and human resources.” Implications of the current study include: (a) exploring the concept
structure of the risk and protective factors of Korean adolescent single mothers who are about to leave
the rehabilitative institutions and (b) identifying their unique and lively experiences through the in-depth
interview. The study is meaningful in that it explored the risk and protective factors of adolescent single

mothers particularly from their own perspectives before leaving the facility.

Key words : adolescent single mother, Anxiety factors, Needs factors, concept mapping method
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