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A Study on the adoption of the Subject divisional plan in University libraries
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Abstract

As the number of university libraries which adopt subject divisional plan in Korea is
increasing, lots of problems are coming out, which results from a lack of close examination
and analysis before adopting, and the lack of continuous checking and evaluation after
adopting. Therefore, this article will do the following. First, study the example of the U.S.
university libraries which have a longer history of subject division adoption than Korea. It
covers going through the situation at the moment of adopting, the phase of development and
decline. Second, analyse the differences between the libraries in U.S. and Korea on the basis
of first study. Finally, study the resonable adoption method considering the changing
circumstances around libraries and forecast the future movement in adopting the subject
division plan in the university libraries in Korea.

Key Words: Subject divisional plan, Subject department, Subject—oriented service system,
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3) Arthur M. McAnally, "Co-ordinating the Departmental Library system," Library Quraterly 21(April
1951), p.113.
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Date Dep.artm.ental Number of Volumes Number of Students r.\lumber of Number of
" Libraries Library Staff Faculty
Library
Begun | Ended | Start End or Start End or 74 Start |End or 74| Strat End or Start End or
74 74 74
Still with Plan
Brown Univ. 1939 18 2 573,229 1,466,578 2,001 5,764 43 158| 262| 755
Hoseton Univ 1967 3 5 421,150 664,469| 19,986| 26,500 33 35/ 488] 1,490
Idaho Univ. 1957 1 1 168,487 727,111 3,717 6,985 34 39] 279] 550
Idaho State Univ 1956 1 0 56,156 500,586 1,765 6,355 9 31 118 416
Louis. State Univ. | 1958 2 3 749,826 1,178,524| 10,268| 22,031 92 108| 659] 2,000
New Mexico Univ. | 1966 1 1 348,073 720,124| 11,476| 17,364 63 115]  564| 833
N. Carolina Univ. 1958 10 11 935,014| 1,958,941 7,038| 18,130 93 221 916| 2,891
Oklahoma Univ. 1958 16 12 673,397 1,204,276| 11,807| 18,052 64 122| 544) 2,932
Okla. State Univ. 1953 23 1 306,104 1,073,583 8,313| 19,251 - 78| 434 -
Oregon State Univ. | 1941 0 1 182,105 643,189 3,603 15,50 23 701 367| 1,014
So. lllinois Univ. 1956 0 0 173,288 1,655,895 5,654 20,349 36 124 338] 2,755
Syracuse Univ. 1966 21 15 761,341 1,536,276| 23,849| 19,104| 163 186| 1,640| 1,602
Utah Univ. 1966 6 6 740,351 1,445,413| 14,250| 21,564 82 129] 785 710
Wash. State Univ. | 1951 19 2 600,000 931,378 5,364| 14,463 48 118] 360] 1,491
Averages 8.6 4.3 477,751 1,121,882 9,071| 16,529 60 110] 554] 1,495
Norm. Avgs. 8.2 3.8 474,779] 1,103,901 8,448, 16,595 55 107] 500] 1,463
Dropped Plan
Colorado Univ. 1940|1964 8 3 307,387 839,540 4,211 13,380 23 116]  262| 1,154
Drake Univ. 1948|1954 3 3 105,539 138,595 4,314 5,216 - 15| 220| 204
Florida Univ. 1950|1967 4 7 407,486| 1,213,855 12,414| 19,640 84 178| 619] 2,258
Kent State Univ. 1958|1968 1 4 156,074 565,810 6,820| 18,500 27 128| 345| 836
Mich. State Univ. 195511968 10 10 765,604/ 1,300,000/ 15,613| 38,000 46 163] 979 3,051
Nebraska Univ. 194511970 7 13 397,0000 1,021,284 9,669| 20,376 28 144) 336| 976
Notre Dame Univ. | 1953|1972 5 8 358,889| 1,054,553 12,749 7,948 52 113]  560] 940
Stanford Univ. 194911970 21 24 221,826 3,275,008 8,286 11,545 61 360, 613| 1,283
Averages 7.4 9.0 404,976| 1,071,311 9,260| 16,626 46 152| 492| 1,338
Norm. Avgs. 6.2 7.5 398,740 859,480 9,042| 15,231 43 140] 456] 1,241
Planning to Drop
Georgia Univ. 1953 3 2 299,784 1,327,192 4,517 19,232 51 223| 226| 2,100
Oregon Univ. 1950 8 3 451,064| 1,187,352 6,138| 14,286 56 130] 331} 1,393
Wayne State Univ. | 1952 0 0 417,430] 1,480,536| 20,307| 26,481 48 187| 674] 2,570
Wyoming Univ. 1958 4 1 251,585 462,931 3,408 8,200 21 57| 273| 772
Averages 3.8 1.5 354,966 1,114,503 8,593 17,050 44 149] 386] 1,709
Overall Avgs. 7.5 5.3 454,930) 1,105,186 9,055| 16,701 53 129]  509] 1,479
(Normalized) 7.2 4.7 439,592 1,055,051 8,742| 16,770 50 123| 478] 1,466

=

* Z2] : Edward Roy Johnson, The Development of the Subject—Divisional plan in American

University libraries,(ph.D, University of Wisconsin, 1974), Appendix B.
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