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ABSTRACT

There is a growing interest in user-centered classification or reader-interest classification, as
questions have arisen from the meanings and the effects of traditional library classification. American
public libraries have used fiction genre classification called bookstore model as an alternative to the
traditional classification schemes. As a result, accessibility to the collection was promoted and library
service for their users was improved. This study intends to make a comprehensive inquiry about
the philosophical background and functional features of genre classification. To the end, literature
survey and interviews or e-mails with librarians in American public libraries were conducted.
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