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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the values and meanings of university libraries and
library catalog in the learning activities of Korean college students. Discussed in details are unique
features in their library use behavior and catalog search behavior, and critical factors influencing
their behavioral characteristics. A qualitative approach was employed for data collection and analysis.
Intensive interviews were conducted with 30 students, also utilized was tight and close observation
of their library search behavior. The result of this study is on identifying the underlying reasons
why Korean students use their libraries and catalogs in a passive and limited manner.

Keywords: Academic libraries, Library use behavior, Library search behavior, Catalog search
behavior, Learning activities
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