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ABSTRACT

The present study investigates the seventh and the eighth graders’ perception of Free Learning
Semester Programs offered by libraries by developing a survey questionnaire on students’ needs for
Free Learning Semester Programs of Libraries. The skills that middle school students want to improve
in Free Learning Semesters are career exploration skills, and the type of Free Learning Semester that
is most intensively implemented is career exploration activities. Programs are often offered in the form
of experiential classes. Regarding the activities that the students want to participate during Free Learning
Semester, the most preferred activities included field experience activity in the career exploration
domain, cooking class in the student choice program, smartphone app development in club activities,
design activity in the art domain, the badminton in the physical education domain, and using iPad in
the information use skills. In addition, among the library programs in coordination with Free Learning
Semester, the students liked the occupational experience program most. Future studies need to include
the development and implementation of Free Learning Semester Programs based on students’ opinions,
and investigate their satisfaction with the Free Learning Semester Programs offered by libraries.
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