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The Role and Function of Small Community Library for Foreign Immigrants:
the Case Study of Multicultural Library at Wongok-dong, Danwon-gu, Ansan-si
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ABSTRACT

According to the rapid increase of foreign immigrants, South Korea recently has grown more and
more interested in the acceptance of cultural diversity in diverse fields at the whole society. Korea
Library Association also has sought the way of multicultural service for foreign immigrants in libraries
and many previous researches has suggested those. This paper examines the ways in which small
community library functions for foreign immigrants, analyzing on the case of multicultural library located
in Wongok—dong, Ansan—si, where about 80% population of residents are foreign immigrants. Ansan
multicultural library has two functions in the community. One is the educational place for helping
immigrants' settlement and adaptation of South Korea. The other is the cultural place for social integration
between immigrants and South Koreans based on mutual understanding and communication. Ultimately
this paper shows how values small library in the community has significantly for foreign immigrants.

Keywords: Community library, Foreign immigrants, Multicultural service, Ansan—si Wongok—dong,
Ansan mulicultural library
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