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The Study on the Interrelations of Psychological and Social
Variables with Internet Addiction Among Korean Adolescents:
Latent Growth Modeling Analysis

Sujin Lee

Kookmin University

The present study examined how the quality of parent-child communication style, the levels of compulsivity, and
of depressive moods/anxiety, the self-recognition about problematic internet use, and the number of friends
suffering from excessive Internet use were related to Internet addiction tendency among adolescents in Korea. A
total of 3,027 secondary school students were assessed three times from June to November in 2004. The
measures included the scales of Internet addiction diagnostic test, of the quality of parent-child communication
style, of the levels of compulsivity, of depressive moods/anxiety, questions of the self-recognition about
problematic internet use and the number of friends suffering from excessive Internet use. Based on previous
results, the researcher hypothesized the interrelationship employing Latent Growth Modeling(LGM) among those
variables. Results indicated that the quality of parent-child communication style were stable over time, while the
levels of compulsivity, of depressive moods/anxiety, of the self-recognition about problematic internet use, and
the number of friends suffering from excessive Internet use, and of internet addiction were slightly decreased
during six months. In contrast, the level of depressive moods/anxiety were slightly increases in a meantime.
Also, the results of multivariate LGM revealed that the quality of parent-child communication style, the levels
of compulsivity, of depressive moods/anxiety, the self-recognition about problematic internet use, and the number
of friends suffering from excessive Internet use contributed to the level of internet addiction tendency. As the
researcher assumed, the quality of parent-child communication style influenced directly to the level of internet
addition tendency. The level of compulsivity appeared to mediate the parent-child communication style with the
level of internet addiction tendency; the initial level of self-recognition about problematic internet use, and the
number of friends suffering from excessive Internet use seemed to contribute to the initial level of internet

addiction tendency.

Key words : Interner addicrion tendency, adplescenss, lavens growsh modeling, pavens-child communication siyle, compulsivizy,

depressive moodsfanxiety
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