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Congruence between parents' and children's perceptions
of their communication style:

the impacts on children's problematic behavior

Youngkyung Lee Hoon Jang Jinyi Choi Taekyun Hur

Dacjeon Yongoon Elementary School Department of Psychology, Korea University

The current study was conducted to evaluate the correlation between the parents-adolescent communication
perception congruence and children's problematic behaviors. 594 parents and their 11 to 12 years old
offsprings from 198 families participated in the survey. How the parents or the children perceive their
communication pattern with each other were rated on the aspects of Open or Problematic Communication.
Correlation analysis and multiple regression analysis was used to examine the parent-adolescent
communication perception congruence on the adolescents' problematic behaviors. First, the results indicate
that the mothers, compared to the fathers, perceived their communication with their offsprings as more
open. Second, children also perceived that children themselves have open communication more with
mothers than with fathers. Third, compared to their offsprings, parents evaluated that their communication
was less problematic. Fourth, compared to parents' perceptions of communication style, children's were
related more to their problematic behaviors. Furthermore, problematic communication with fathers was the
important factor to predict children's problematic behaviors. Last, more problematic behavior was predicted
when the communication consistency between the father and the child was low. Further implications of
the present findings were discussed in the views of family counselling, school education, and correctional

practice for adolescents.

Key words :  parents-adolescent communication style, children's problematic bebaviors
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