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The mediation effects of responsiveness experience in online

space on the relationship between attachment styles and intimacy

Seo Hyeon Lee Sung Bum Woo Jung-Hye Kwon Eunjoo Yang

Korea University

Since the emergence and development of online space, online communication becomes more popular
among adolescents. The aim of this study was to examine how attachment styles would predict changes
in responsiveness experience in online space, which, in turn, affect the level of intimacy with close friends.
A total of 650 adolescents (males 49.9%, females 50.1%) with an age range between 14 and 17
completed a questionnaire three times in a G-month interval. Latent growth modeling was used to test a
model in which changes in responsiveness experience would mediate the relationship between attachment
styles and intimacy. Results supported the linear change model of responsiveness experience. Avoidant
attachment was negatively associated with the initial level of responsiveness experience. Anxious attachment
was positively related to the initial level of responsiveness experience, but negatively predicted the changes

of perceived responsiveness. Finally, the implications, limitations, direction for future studies were discussed.

Key words : SNS, responsiveness, intimacy, attachment anxiety, attachment avoidance
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