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The Moderating Effects of Developmental Assets on the Relations

Between Domestic Violence and Children’s Interpersonal Problems

Juhee Park Hyeonsook Shin

Chonnam National University, Department of Education

The negative effects of exposure to domestic violence on children’s development are well established in the
literature. However, not all of the children who have been exposed to domestic violence are maladjusted but
some are resilient in the face of such adversity. The purpose of this study was to examine the moderating
effects of external and internal developmental assets on the relations between children’s exposure to domestic
violence and their interpersonal problems. Six-hundred eighty-three Sth- and O6th-graders (351 boys, 332
girls) participated in this study. Data were collected through a questionnaire designed to measure the
exposure to domestic violence, developmental assets, and interpersonal problems. Correlational analyses and
the structural equation modeling were conducted to test research hypotheses. The results of this study were
summarized as follows. First, the moderating effect of external developmental assets on the relations between
domestic violence and interpersonal problems was not significant. However, external assets had a positive
main effect on interpersonal problems. That is, regardless of the level of domestic violence, external
developmental assets functioned as assets in decreasing interpersonal problems. Second, the moderating effect
of the internal developmental assets was significant. Therefore, the relations between children’s exposure to
domestic violence and the level of interpersonal problems differed by the degree to which they have internal
developmental assets. Particularly, the moderating effect of internal developmental assets was stronger in the
low domestic violence exposure group than in the high domestic violence exposure group. These results
imply that internal developmental assets work as protective factors to ease off the negative effects of the risk
called domestic violence. Prevention and early intervention should be effective when provided before children
are exposed to domestic violence or immediately after domestic violence exposure occurs. Finally, the

limitations of this study and suggestions for future research were discussed.

Key words : domestic violence, developmental asset, protective factor, interpersonal problem, moderating effect
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