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The Structural Relationship among Social Goals, Achievement Goal
Orientations, Basic Psychological Needs, Quality of Peer
Relationship, and Academic Engagement

Yeonghun Hwang Eunju Lee

Kyungpook National University

The purpose of this study was to examine the structural relationship among social goals, academic achievement
goal orientations, basic psychology needs, quality of peer relationship, and academic engagement of adolescents.
The participants were 592 seventh grade students in 3 middle schools. Main results were as follows. First, social
approval goal, affiliation goal, and status goal had positive effects on performance-approach goals, whereas social
concern goal had negative effect on performance-approach goals. Social concern goal and status goal had positive
effects on mastery-approach goals, whereas social affiliation goal had negative effects on mastery-approach goals.
Second, social concern goal and status goal had positive effects on basic psychological needs, whereas social
approval goal had negative effect on basic psychological needs. Third, social affiliation goal and concern goal had
positive direct effects on quality of peer relationship. Basic psychological needs mediated the associations of social
approval, concern, and status goals with quality of peer relationship. Mastery-approach goals and basic
psychological needs had dual-mediation effects on the relationship between social concern, status goal and quality
of peer relationship. Fourth, both mastery-approach goals and basic psychological needs had mediation effects on
the relationship between social concern, status goal and academic engagement. Mastery-approach goals and basic
psychological needs had dual-mediation effects on the relationship between social concern, status goal and quality
of peer relationship. The importance of social goals as well as academic achievement goals were highlighted for the

more comprehensive understanding of peer relationship and academic engagement of adolescents.

Key words : social  goals, achievement goal ovientations, basic  psychological needs, quality of peer relationship, academic

engagement
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